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Keep fire safely in its place
	West Yorkshire Fire Prevention Panel

	Co-ordinating: BRADFORD ● CALDERDALE ● KIRKLEES ● LEEDS ● WAKEFIELD ● Fire Prevention Groups



NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9 NOVEMBER 2011 IN THE LECTURE THEATRE AT FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS, BIRKENSHAW

1. Introductions
Craig McIntosh opened the meeting and welcomed all members.  
The old West Yorkshire Fire Prevention Panel was formally dissolved and the new Panel established.  The name of the new Panel is to remain the same.  The new Constitution was circulated and proposed by Nigel Charlston and seconded by Jim Mudd. 

2.  Notes of meeting held on 12 October 2011 and matters arising
The minutes were not discussed.

3.  Treasurer’s Report

Mr G Newton confirmed monies in the bank were approximately £10,000.00, together with outstanding cheques the balance will be around £20,000.00.

The Panel is to sponsor an event next May, i.e.fund a young fire fighters course at Ravenscliffe School.  This course educates young people and benefits the Calderdale community.

Mr G Newton will close the accounts of the old Panel and produce new accounts for the next meeting.

4.  Election of Committee Members

Chairman:
Craig McIntosh proposed by Nigel Charlston, seconded by Christopher Kemp

Vice Chairman:
Andy Greenside proposed by Paula Stock, seconded by Debbie Blay

Secretary:
Christopher Kemp proposed by Nigel Charlston, seconded by Craig McIntosh

Treasurer:
Gerry Newton proposed by Jim Mudd, seconded by Nigel Charlston

Voted on block, all in favour, done.

5.  Correspondence and Legislative Update
Nigel Charlston confirmed there was no correspondence to discuss.  He has produced a Briefing Note with the legislative update which is attached to these minutes.
6.  Presentations
a) Update on major developments in West Yorkshire

Gary Kendrew, Fire Engineering Manager, discussed some of the major projects in our region:

Bradford
Broadway, Westfield and the M & S Distribution Centre

Halifax
Broad Street and the modernising of existing buildings

Huddersfield
St George’s Warehouse, Kirklees College

Wakefield
Trinity Walk Shopping Centre, Hepworth Gallery, Council offices at the back of County Hall and two hospitals; Pontefract General and Pinderfields.

Leeds
Student accommodation including the Sky Plaza which is the tallest student accommodation in Yorkshire.  The Candle, Clarence Dock which is a residential block, Broadcasting House voted the best building in the world, Bridgewater Place and The Gateway.  When this was built we were not consulted and the staircase does not have any protection.
Projects that have fallen through include Leeds and Bradford Airport and the Luminar building.

The Leeds Arena is due to complete in June 2013.

Other buildings which come under Fire Engineering include shopping centres such as the White Rose, Merrion Centre, Arcades and the Corn Exchange.  Trinity (previously Bond Street Shopping Centre and the Plaza Shopping Centre) is the biggest new project in Leeds and is due to complete in 2013.  Sports grounds include Elland Road, Castleford Tigers and the Galpharm Stadium.

b) The use and specification of hold-open devices
Nick Goddard, Innovation Manager from Geo Fire who are part of Stephenson Gobin Limited gave a presentation ‘A guide to meeting the best practice - recommendations of BS7273 Part 4’.
Presentation Summary
· Why hold open: convenience, accessibility, ventilation, welfare, wear and tear.

· How:  integrated closing devices, separate hold open devices, hard wired and wire free systems.
· BS7273-4: Code of Practice for the operation of fire protection measures.  Actuation of release mechanisms of doors.

· Specifying a door holding system: seek advice, consult the authority.
· Category A or B: driven by a risk assessment.  Information from the risk assessment should be passed onto the installers.
Mr Goddard then showed a Salamander door handling system.

Craig McIntosh thanked both speakers.

7.  Format of future meetings
Craig McIntosh confirmed that there would be a quick business meeting followed by a presentation.

The next meetings are:

28 March 2012 – 13:00 Function room, 14:00 Lecture theatre
11 July 2012 – 13:00 Function room, 14:00 Lecture theatre
AGM 14 November 2012 – 13:00 Function room, 14:00 Lecture theatre
8.  AOB
· It was agreed that there would be no subscriptions until 2013.

· Honorary amount of £200.00 per annum to be paid for administration and publishing.

· Craig McIntosh thanked Nigel Charlston for all his work as Secretary of the Panel.
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Co-ordinating the work of organisations concerned with fire prevention the Panel is part of the fire liaison network supported by the Association of British Insurers, Confederation of British Industry, Chief and Assistant Chief Fire Officers' Association and the Fire Protection Association
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