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Keep fire safely in its place
	West Yorkshire Fire Prevention Panel

	Co-ordinating: BRADFORD ● CALDERDALE ● KIRKLEES ● LEEDS ● WAKEFIELD ● Fire Prevention Groups



NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9 JUNE 2010 AT
FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS, BIRKENSHAW


Present: -



Mr C McIntosh

Chairman

Mr N Charlston
Secretary



Mr G Newton

Leeds


Mr P Clayton

Wakefield

Mr R Priestley

Bradford


1. Apologies for Absence
Mr B Mellor, Mr R Doyle, Mr D Gardiner
2. Notes of the last meeting and AGM held 16 March 10 and matters arising
Minutes recorded as a true record with no matters arising
3. Treasurer’s Report

Mr Newton informed the meeting that balances as at 31 March 2010 were as follows:

Cheque account £1,240.58
Deposit account £10,527.20

NC asked for another copy of the accounts audit.  Mr Newton has provided, and a copy is attached.
4. Chairman’s Report

CLG Changes

Communities and Local Government Ministers work with the Department's Board, Executive Agencies and specialist public bodies to ensure the Department meets its objectives. The Ministers are led by the Secretary of State who is a Cabinet Minister. Their responsibilities include:

· creating safe, tolerant and inclusive communities 

· building better homes and neighbourhoods 

· promoting strong and accountable local government 

· improving local services and environment 

· regenerating and investing in our towns, cities and regions 

As Secretary of State, Eric Pickles heads a team of Ministers.  On 12 May 2010 Eric Pickles MP was appointed Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.

In January 2009 David Cameron appointed Eric Pickles Chairman of the Conservative Party. He joined the Shadow Cabinet in July 2007 as Communities and Local Government Secretary having served from August 2005 to July 2007 as Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Party.

Other posts he has held include Shadow Secretary of State for Local Government & the Regions; Shadow Minister for Transport and Shadow Minister for London; member of the Environment, Transport and Regional Affairs Select Committee, Vice-Chairman of the Conservative Party, with special responsibility for local government affairs and Parliamentary Private Secretary to Tim Sainsbury MP, Minister for Industry.

Eric Pickles has been Member of Parliament for Brentwood and Ongar since April 1992. Previous political appointments include: Leader of Bradford Council (1988-1990) and Deputy-Leader of the Conservative Group AMA (1989-1991).
He was born in 1952 and was educated at Greenhead Grammar School (a comprehensive), Keighley, and Leeds Polytechnic. He is married. He has previously worked as a Consultant in Employment Practice and Local Government Editor for Conservative Newsline (1990-92).

National Indicators

The single set of National Indicators (the National indicator set – NIS) was announced by CLG in October 2007, following the Government's Comprehensive Spending Review 2007. 

Effective from 1 April 2008, the NIS is the only set of indicators on which central government will performance manage local government. It covers services delivered by local authorities alone and in partnership with other organisations like health services and the police and fire.

The fire-related targets forming part of the set have now been removed.  The Service will continue to internally monitor fire deaths and injuries and deliberate fires.

Fire Safety Performance

See report attached
5. Correspondence

NC informed the meeting that he had received a letter from Alec Martin.  The letter was to inform the panel that he would not be standing for secretary of the Bradford Group at their AGM on 8 June 10.
NC said that G Seekins and R Pilling would be standing for secretary and treasurer respectively.  NC asked to record his thanks to Alec for his long association and involvement with the Bradford Group and Panel.  

6. Fire Prevention Panel Seminar

A seminar is to be arranged at fire brigade headquarters at the end of April 2011.  This will be held in the cinema with a buffet lunch in the function room.

Approximately 100 places will be available at £30.00 per head and will be offered to members in first instance.

7. Reports from groups

i) Bradford
Bradford Fire Prevention Group AGM meeting held at Pace Microtechnology, Shipley. Pace provided a buffet lunch at 13.15 hours, the meeting commenced at 14.00 hours. Approximately 17 delegates attended including Pace Management and our guest speaker.

Agenda item 2 – Election of Officials:  Roy Priestley re-elected as Chairman, Graham Reay re-elected as Deputy Chairman. 

Alec Martin (Secretary) and Peter Blackburn (Treasurer) indicated their intention to resign as officials from the group, but to continue as members. Alec had already formally written to the Panel’s secretary of his intention to resign.

A proposal was put to the membership for a volunteer to take up the position as treasurer, unfortunately no-one was interested and at this point it was agreed to hold this in abeyance for discussion with the main panel at their next meeting.

Following Alec’s letter to the panel a new secretary has been appointed from the brigade, Senior Fire Safety Inspector, Gary Seekins will take up this role with immediate effect.

Gary Seekins gave a comprehensive update of Fire Safety.

After the meeting Peter Jowett, from Burgoyne and Partners based in Ilkley and an expert in the forensic investigation of fires gave an excellent presentation on FIRE INVESTIGATIONS.

Group member Sue Peace expressed concerns about the increasing costs to elderly and disabled persons living in community housing complexes who have to have major alterations carried out as a result of new regulatory reforms when she believed it to be unnecessary, Gary tried to explain that any expenditure would be as a result of their risk assessment and should be “reasonably practicable”. Sue still believed it should be a subject for more debate, we agreed we would speak to the panel at their next meeting. The meeting closed at 16.00hours, the next meeting will be on 7th September 2010 at the Bradford University at 14.00hours
ii) Wakefield
Fire extinguisher training had been carried out between 11 – 14 May.  Their next meeting is still to be arranged.

iii) Kirklees

A report was unavailable
iv) Calderdale
A report was unavailable

v) Leeds

The AGM was on the 9 March 2010 where around 20 people attended.  Nigel Charlston was the speaker.  There was a ‘question time’ talk, the subject being ‘who do you appoint as a competent risk assessor’.  
Gerry Newton (Secretary), Jim Mudd (Chairman) were re-elected.

Their next meeting is still to be arranged

8. Any other business

N/A
9.
Dates of meetings in 2010



14:00 hours Wednesday 8 September 2010 at FSHQ


14:00 hours Wednesday 8 December 2010 (AGM) at FSHQ
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Co-ordinating the work of organisations concerned with fire prevention the Panel is part of the fire liaison network supported by the Association of British Insurers, Confederation of British Industry, Chief and Assistant Chief Fire Officers' Association and the Fire Protection Association
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